IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ___ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR __________ COUNTY, FLORIDA
FAMILY DIVISION

In re: The Matter of				:
XXXXX XXXXX,				:
	Petitioner/Former Husband,		:	Case No.: 00-000000-FD-00
						:
and						:
						:
XXXXXXX XXXXX,			:
	Respondent/Former Wife		:
_______________________________/

ORDER DIRECTING {PARTY} TO SHOW CAUSE WHY HE/SHE
SHOULD NOT BE DECLARED A VEXATIOUS LITIGANT
PURSUANT TO SECTION 68.093, FLORIDA STATUTES

	THIS MATTER came before the Court {on its own motion/on the motion of (Party)}, requesting that the Court determine whether {Party and Name}, who appears pro se, should be declared a vexatious litigant pursuant to section 68.093, Florida Statutes.  The Court, having reviewed the court file, considered the procedural history of this and other related cases, and being otherwise fully advised in the premises, finds that an Order to Show Cause is appropriate.

FINDINGS OF THE COURT

	1.  Section 68.093, Florida Statutes (2025), authorizes the Court to restrict future filings by a person found to be a vexatious litigant after providing that person notice and an opportunity to be heard.

	2.  Based on the filings and procedural history presently before the Court, it appears that {Party/Name}, may have engaged in conduct described in section 68.093(3), Fla. Stat.

	3.  Specifically, it appears that {Party/Name} qualifies as a vexatious litigant in that {he/she}, proceeding pro se: {Check at least one and provide information as required.}

	☐	In the immediately preceding 7-year period, commenced, prosecuted, or maintained, pro se, five or more actions[footnoteRef:1]1 against {Name of Party or Parties} in {state/federal/state and federal} court that have been finally and adversely determined[footnoteRef:2]2 against {Party/Name}, to wit:[footnoteRef:3]3 [1: 1§ 68.093(2)(a)1-2, Fla. Stat., defines “action” as an action (1) governed by the Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, rule 5.025 of the Florida Probate Rules, or the Florida Small Claims Rules; or (2) in another state court or federal court governed by rules of procedure that are comparable to the Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure, rule 5.025 of the Florida Probate Rules, or the Florida Small Claims Rules.]  [2: 2The phrase “finally and adversely determined” refers to a situation where a litigative or administrative determination has been entered against the party’s interest and no further judicial action is required.  See In re Cook, 168 Idaho 153, 161, 481 P. 3d 107, 115 (Idaho 2021); also Schlimbaum v. Schlimbaum, 394 So. 3d 1157, 1162 (Fla. 4th DCA 2024).  Under this law, however, an action is not deemed to be “finally and adversely determined” if an appeal in that action is pending.  § 68.093(2)(c), Fla. Stat.]  [3: 3An action may not be included for purposes of § 68.093(2)(a), Fla. Stat., if the court finds that the action was commenced, prosecuted, or maintained in good faith.  § 68.093(2)(c)1, Fla. Stat.] 
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		4.


		5.

		{As to each, identify case style, court, nature of action, nature of the alleged vexatious act or acts, and date and nature of final adverse determination against alleged vexatious litigant, with the particularity of a complaint, information or indictment.  It is acceptable, and may be preferable in the circumstances, to list and describe more than five separate actions.}

	☐	After an action had been finally and adversely determined against {name of alleged vexatious litigant}, repeatedly relitigated or attempted to relitigate either the validity of the determination against the same party as to whom the action was finally determined or the cause of action, claim, controversy, or any of the issues of fact or law determined by the final and adverse determination against the same party as to whom the action was finally determined, contrary to § 68.093(2)(c)2., Fla. Stat., to wit:

		{Describe the facts with particularity, including the style of the case, court, and the date and nature of the alleged vexatious conduct.}

	☐	Repeatedly filed pleadings, requests for relief, or other documents that have been the subject of previous rulings by the court in the same action, contrary to § 68.093(2)(c)3., Fla. Stat., to wit:

		{Describe the facts with particularity, including the style of the case, court, and the date and nature of the alleged vexatious conduct.}

	☐	Repeatedly filed unmeritorious pleadings, requests for relief, or other documents; conducted unnecessary discovery; or engaged in other tactics that were frivolous or solely intended to cause unnecessary delay in any action, contrary to § 68.093(2)(c)4., Fla. Stat.

		{Describe the facts with particularity, including the style of the case, court, and the date and nature of the alleged vexatious conduct.}

	☐	Previously was found to be a vexatious litigant pursuant to section 68.093, or by another state court or federal court, in accordance with § 68.093(2)(c)5., Fla. Stat., to wit:

		{Describe the facts with particularity, including the style of the case, court, and the date the litigant was previously found to be a vexatious litigant.}

	The Court directs {Name of alleged vexatious litigant} to show cause on {date and time}, at {specific courtroom, floor, courthouse, and street address} or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, why the Court should not declare {him or her} to be a vexatious litigant pursuant to section 68.093, Florida Statutes.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Within two (2) working days of your receipt of this Notice, please contact {name, address, telephone number, email address of the appropriate office, department, or agency}.  The court does not provide transportation and cannot accommodate for this service.  Persons with disabilities needing transportation to court should contact their local public transportation providers for information regarding disabled transportation services.

	Failure to respond as directed or failing to explain why the above actions do not qualify {name of alleged vexatious litigant} as a vexatious litigant could result in the Court precluding {name of alleged vexatious litigant}, as a self-represented litigant, from commencing, pro se, any new action in courts of this Judicial Circuit, any court in the State of Florida, and any federal court without first obtaining leave of the Court.  Disobedience of such an order may be punished by contempt of court.  Leave of court will be granted by the Court only upon a showing that the proposed action is meritorious and is not being filed for the purpose of delay or harassment.  The Court may also condition the filing of any proposed action upon the furnishing of security as provided in § 68.093, Fla. Stat., and impose other sanctions as provided by law.

	DONE AND ORDERED at {City and County}, Florida on {date}.

						
						______________________________
						HON. {NAME OF JUDGE}
						{CIRCUIT/COUNTY} JUDGE

Copies furnished to:
{Name of alleged vexatious litigant}, Pro Se
{Name of counsel for opposing party}, Counsel for {Party}
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